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The Coatesville Area School District Board of Directors posts notice that it will hold a special 
meeting on October 13, 2014 at 7 p.m. for the purpose of appointing Levin Legal Group as the 
solicitor for the Coatesville Area School District. 
 
“We are very pleased to appoint solicitors who are so well known for their work in educational 
law,” said School Board President J. Neil Campbell.” The Levin Legal Group represent the 
leading statewide associations and entities in the field of education and is General Counsel to 
the Pennsylvania School Boards Association, the Pennsylvania Association of Elementary and 
Secondary Principals, the Pennsylvania School Boards Association Insurance Trust, School 
Boards Insurance Company of Pennsylvania, Inc. and Easy Procure. In addition Mr. Levin and 
his firm are retained by school districts Intermediate Units, vocational-technical schools and 
Community Colleges across the state.  The firm is on the approved defense panel of the largest 
insurers and third party administrator’s providing insurance to public school entities in the state.  
The firm provides full services to school entities, including transactional services, contract 
services, collective bargaining, special education labor and employment, discrimination law, 
pupil services, construction procurement, student discipline, and governance.  Mike Levin (Levin 
Legal Group) stood out among the candidates we interviewed because of his extensive 
experience in many of the issues that the school district is facing, such as: the negotiation of 
upcoming collective bargaining agreements, labor and employment issues, charter school 
closures, and pending insurance cases.   Among numerous other publications.  Mike Levin is 
the author of the Pennsylvania School Laws and Rules series, which is used by administrators 
across the state. He is also the author of five other books on school law. A listing of publications 
is attached. 
 
The School Board initially interviewed eight firms/attorneys and then narrowed the search to five 
attorneys/firms, but has agreed to keep the names of all firms/candidates not chosen in 
confidence.  
During its interviews and discussions, the School Board carefully considered all of the input it 
received from the community, including hourly rates, travel expenses, phone reimbursement, 
and career accomplishments. The Levin Legal Group has agreed to an hourly rate of $190/hour 
for Mike Levin, and $180/hour for associates.  These fees will be available in the engagement 
letter which will be made available to the public at the Board meeting.  All fees are specifically 
and clearly outlined in the engagement letter and the bills will be reviewed by the Administration 
and the Board to ensure that each bill coincides with the agreement. 
 
“The Coatesville Area School District has spent the summer and beginning of this school year 
focusing on the real and important work of schools, which is educating children.  We are very 
much looking forward to working with Mr. Levin and his firm as the district continues to  move 
forward and operate in a very open, honest, forthright manner that focuses our energies on 
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students and providing the best possible education for all,” said Coatesville Superintendent Dr. 
Cathy Taschner. “Educational law is extremely complex and impacts so many aspects of the 
daily operations of a school district. To have counsel with such experience and depth of 
knowledge will be an asset for Coatesville.” 
 
The Levin Legal Group expects to be officially appointed as Solicitor on Monday, October 13, 
2014, and operating as solicitor on Tuesday following approval from the Board of Directors.  
Once appointed, the Levin Legal Group will work with the District on developing a transition 
plan. 
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